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The design principles reflect the mission and vision of the Futures 
Lab, allowing a consistent experience for all learners.

The Futures Lab is a multi-faceted, career-based 
experiential learning environment available for all  
Poudre School District high school students. 

The Futures Lab is looking for business and community partners to 
foster the growth and development of pathways-based learning.  
Visit our website and choose “support our lab.”

futureslab.psdschools.org

Pathways are available for any high school 
student in Poudre School District. They are 
held at the Futures Lab building in half-day 
bundles of courses in either first or second 
semester: 

Mornings  9:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Afternoons  12:35 p.m.-3:35 p.m. 

Busing is provided for all students to/from their base 
high school. Student still attend their base high school.

AUTONOMY
Learning is 

self-directed, 
with student 
ownership 
of path and 

product.

CONNECTION
Learning 
connects 

concepts, skills, 
and people in 

novel ways.

AUTHENTIC 
WORK

Learning 
impacts the 

world beyond 
the classroom 

walls.

DEEP  
LEARNING
Learning is  
an iterative 

process that is 
immersive,  

complex, and 
messy.

SPONSORSHIPS MENTORSHIPS VOLUNTEERING

Empowering learners to connect to their futures
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Pathway

Courses

Register

Students will build mobile apps for Apple’s mobile devices using the language 
and tools of professionals – Swift and Xcode. Students experience an authentic 
workplace environment applying the skills of problem-solving, collaboration, 
and communication to industry best practices, like paired programming and 
rapid iteration. Students apply the same development cycle as those in the 
workplace, which means students build an app, analyze errors in code, and adjust 
to solve for problems. To do this well, they must develop their resourcefulness 
and collaborate with their peers. Upon completion, students can sit for their App 
Development with Swift, Level 1 certification from Certiport.

See futureslab.psdschools.org for individual course descriptions.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• MobileMakersEDU - 10 credits, 
Math
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business via dual enrollment)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
App Developer, Quality 
Assurance, Project 
Manager, UI/UX Designer, 
Entrepreneur

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cation
SWIFT Level 1

Coding
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Prepare to enter a competitive, emerging field with a variety of unique and highly valued 
real world opportunities. 

Learners in the Networking and Cybersecurity Pathway will complete challenging hands-
on tasks that will prepare them for careers in an evolving industry. Learners will diagnose 
security risks, manage networks, and delve into the world of ethical hacking. The ability to 
earn multiple industry valued certifications will enable learners to compete for attractive 
positions within the field. 

After developing their skills and mindsets, learners will have the opportunity to intern with 
professional information technology services to further apply their skills in the real world.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Computer Systems - 10 credits, 

Elective
• Networking - 10 cr., Elective
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 

Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 

10 credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic 
Speech, American Government, or Economics 
(needs approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

2 Semesters, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Network engineer, 
Data systems specialist, 
Cybersecurity, IT, 
Helpdesk, Technician

Total Credits
25 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
42 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cations
COMP TIA A+
Microsoft
Cisco
Red Hat

Networking 
& Cybersecurity 
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Come fly with us. Aviation is a growing industry with huge workforce needs over the next 
decade. Learners with interest in professional piloting, air tra!c control, unmanned aerial 
systems, or aeronautics can start growing their skills to get a step ahead in the field.

Learners in the Aviation Pathway will earn their FAA Part 107 UAS Commercial Certification. 
This will allow learners to immediately enter the growing drone field through opportunities in 
research, mapping, and videography. Learners will operate, maintain, and design unmanned 
aerial vehicles developing both engineering and flight skills.

Through a partnership with AIMS Community College, learners can earn credits in multiple 
aviation college degree programs such as piloting or air tra!c control.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Aviation Discovery - 5 credits, 
Elective
• UAS Flight Concepts & Training 
- 5 credits, Elective
• Futuresl Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 cr. CSU) 

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Air tra"c controller, 
Commercial Pilot, Drone 
Pilot

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cation
FAA Part 107

Aviation
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Develop your creative competence and be a leader in your industry of choice by fostering a 
new mindset for innovation.

The Design Thinking Pathway focuses on a creative, flexible process for solving socially 
important problems. A variety of industries have identified the design thinking process as 
central to how they approach problem finding and problem solving. Learners will develop 
compelling ideas using human-centered design. 

Courses in this pathway are interdisciplinary, collaborative, and project-based. Learners will 
earn credit toward their Certificate in Design Thinking from Colorado State University.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Design Thinking - 5 credits, 
Lang. Arts, 5 credits, Elective
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business via dual enrollment)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Design thinking can apply 
to any discipline.

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cation
Design Thinking 
Certi#cate from Colorado 
State University

Design Thinking
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Apple, Amazon, Disney, and Microsoft all started with a wild idea in their founder’s garage. 
Come develop, validate, incubate, and accelerate your wild ideas in the Business and 
Innovation Pathway.

Learners in this zero-barrier pathway will develop an entrepreneurial mindset in this start-up 
style hub for innovation. Young entrepreneurs will partner will local businesses and community 
mentors, work in high-performing teams, and learn the ins and outs of project management. 
Learners will foster the courage to take on the unexpected and to ultimately develop 
businesses for a better world.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Business Incubator - 10 credits, 
Elective
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business via dual enrollment)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs approval 
from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Entrepreneur, Owner, 
Management, Marketing, 
Finance, Leadership

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cation
Entrepreneurship and 
Small Business via 
Certaport

Business and Innovation
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Are you a designer, builder, or creator? The Architecture, Construction, and 
Engineering Pathway integrates technical and hands-on skills to prepare you to 
enter careers in building trades.

Learners in this pathway will have the opportunity to work with local mentors 
on personally developed projects as well as partner with professionals in the 
workplace. Learners will be able to experience all aspects of the construction 
trade from developing a concept to marketing and selling a final product. 

See futureslab.psdschools.org for individual course descriptions.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Design Build 1 - 10 credits, 
Elective
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business via dual enrollment)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(See registration from and 
Futures Lab website for 
exact times and semesters 
o!ered)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Architect, Construction 
Manager, General 
Contractor, Engineer, 
Designer

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cations
Autodesk CA
NCCR
OSHA 10

Architecture, Construction, 
and Engineering
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Interested in audio engineering, podcast production, or sound mixing? Come join a 
community of audio enthusiasts and take a deep dive into the inner workings of the audio 
industry.

Learners in the Audio Production and Management Pathway will develop technical skills 
with an emphasis on production. Learners will be able to explore potential audio production 
careers such as audio for radio and television broadcasting, audio for video and film, audio for 
animation and game design, music production and live sound, and additional entrepreneurial 
opportunities and skill sets.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Digital Audio Technology 1 
- 10 credits, Math
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU 
business via dual enrollment)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

1 Semester, Half-day  
(You can indicate your time 
and semester preference on 
your registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Sound engineer, 
Recording studio manager, 
Radio broadcast engineer, 
Post production

Total Credits
15 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
21 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cation
Ableton

Audio Production 
and Management
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Prepare for a high-needs industry with this unique opportunity to learn 
knowledge and skills using state of the art equipment. The Advanced 
Manufacturing Pathway will develop learners specialized skills and enable 
them to enter an industry in need of talented individuals. Learners will foster 
the knowledge and skills for proper application of principles of manufacturing 
through hands-on learning with cutting-edge industry equipment. Local industry 
partners are excited to work alongside learners in this pathway to provide 
authentic and relevant experiences.

See futureslab.psdschools.org for individual course descriptions.

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Intro. to Machine Shop - 5 cr.
• Print Reading for Machinists- 5 cr.
• Intro. to Manufacturing- 10 cr. 
• CNC Manufacturing - 5 cr.
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 cr. 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU)

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

2 Semesters, Half-day  
(You can indicate your 
time preference on your 
registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers in 
Aerospace, Automotive, 
Medical Device, 
Computers

Total Credits
30 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
42 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cations
NIMS
OSHA 10

Advanced Manufacturing
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Pathway

Requirements

Register

Join us to delve into the relationship between a guest and a host, a connoisseur 
and a chef, and a tourist and a guide through the Culinary and Hospitality 
Pathway.

In this pathway, learners will experience how to manage, market, and operate 
a variety of aspects within the hospitality industry. Learners will have engaging, 
unique opportunities to advance their culinary skills and expand their knowledge 
of beauty, culture, and cuisine of the world. Learners will deepen their 
understanding of the connections between business operations and human 
experience. 

Research course descriptions, videos, FAQs, and more at futureslab.psdschools.org. Consult 
with your counselor, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the Futures Lab team about how this pathway 
at the Futures Lab fits into your academic plans for next year.
Submit your Futures Lab registration form via the same process you register for courses at 
your high school. You will be contacted if any schedule conflicts arise.

Required Pathway Courses
• Prostart 1 - 10 credits, Fine & 
Applied Arts
• Prostart 2 - 10 credits, Fine & 
Applied Arts
• Futures Lab Seminar - 5 credits, 
Language Arts (+ 1 credit CSU) 

Additional Course Options
(Choose these options once you start at Futures Lab)
• Blended/online PSD graduation requirement - 5 
credits in either Finance, Humanities, Basic Speech, 
American Government, or Economics (needs 
approval from your counselor)
• Micro Internship - variable credit
• Seminar Extension - 1 credit, Elective

Focus

2 Semesters, Half-day  
(You can indicate your 
time preference on your 
registration form)

• Available to all PSD 
students in grades 9-12 
Bussing provided to and 
from all PSD high schools

Prepare for Careers 
Executive chef, Caterer, 
Food scientist, Nutritionist, 
Hospitality, Management

Total Credits
25 credit minimum with 
only pathway required 
courses
42 credit maximum 
with added options like 
Blended/online PSD 
Graduation Requirement 
Course, Micro internship, 
and Seminar Extension

Certi!cations
Prostart
ServSafe

Culinary and Hospitality


